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Answers to ACFC Questionnaire

1. No. While | believe firmly that both parents stibbe actively involved in

parenting their children, the underlying considierain all custody decisions is the best
interest of the children. So many factors mustdieslered in a best interest analysis that
to have a default to equal time with both parerdsiid not be appropriate. Each

individual case deserves special attention.

2. Generally, no. | do not believe that childrenwdd have the authority to choose in
an ongoing manner by Order of Court to not visttmithe non-custodial parent, as this
practice lends itself to support parental aliematiblowever, | also strongly believe that
if a child has legitimate concerns, those mustdmadh by the Court and given some
consideration.

3. Yes, provided that the same can be accompligitédninimal cost.

4. Cappy. | tend to agree that if a fit parent nsakelecision regarding grandparent
visitation, that decision should not be questiobgautsiders.

5. No. The “Strict Scrutiny” standard requires thatate establish that it has a
compelling interest to justify a particular law aredjuires some governmental purpose
exist, which would not be an appropriate standarcfcustody dispute between two fit,
natural parents.

6. Disagree. While | believe firmly that both paieshould be actively involved in
parenting their children, the underlying considierain all custody decisions is the best
interest of the children. So many factors mustdieslered in a best interest analysis that
to have a default to equal time with both parerdsiid not be appropriate. Each

individual case deserves special attention.

7. Yes. | have witnessed numerous family court €asesome cases, a parent will
reaffirm the other parent’s role in a positive wafaich can help the child’s relationship
with the other parent. However, | have also seses<& which a parent speaks or acts in
such a way that the child learns to progressivedsedpect, distrust, and eventually
despise the other parent.

8. Yes, provided that the same can be accompligit@dninimal cost.



9. As a Judge, | would be constrained to followldves currently in effect.
However, | do believe strongly that some individuiaave taken advantage of the PFA
system and that, therefore, each PFA must be giaesful consideration, as PFAs can
infringe on fundamental rights.

10(a). Yes, court personnel should provide equatguatural assistance to both pro se
individuals and to attorneys.

10(b). Westmoreland County offers pro se individureelpful information packets
regarding how to file pleadings, etc., which isagonable situation.

11. No, the individuals making the day-to-day diecis regarding support issues do
not deal with incentive payments and court fundgsges.
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